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Figure A

The DIRT Sandbox is like a “pretend” version of 
DIRT. The software engineers use it to test for bugs 
before going live with revisions. DIRT users can 
practice entering reports and become familiar with 
DIRT’s features. Sandbox data is kept separate from 
live DIRT and is not used for annual DIRT reports. 

DIRT Sandbox requires a separate registration. To 
register, go to sandbox.cga-dirt.com and 
click on “Begin Registration...”

As part of our continuing 
series on revisions to DIRT for 
events on or after Jan.1, 2018, 
we discuss the DIRT Sandbox 
and how it can be used to 
prepare data submissions. 

Figure B

Figure C

A Sandbox version of the 2018 DIRT revisions is now available. Since we continue 
to collect 2017 data using the current form, the Damage Report feature has a DIRT 
Specification Version drop-down to switch between versions. (Figures A & B )

For those who submit by Automated Data Loading (i.e. Excel CSV files), the file 
Upload Specification has the same feature. (Figures C & D)

http://www.sandbox.cga-dirt.com


accepts reports dated on or after June 1, 
2017. When the form revisions are applied to 
live DIRT the date will be Jan. 1, 2018.

If you notice any software bugs, or have other 
questions or concerns, please use the Support 
feature on the Main Menu. 

REMINDER: The current DIRT form remains in 
effect for events occurring in 2017. 

For events on or after Jan. 1, 2018, data 
should be collected according to the revised 
DIRT form, even if it won’t be entered in DIRT 

In addition, by scrolling to the end of the File 
Upload Specification you can also find sample 
Excel files that are formatted with columns 
matching the revised questions, and a few 
rows of sample data that can be overwritten 
with your own data. (Figure E)

DIRT users are encouraged to use the Sandbox 
to become familiar with the revised DIRT form. 
Sandbox data does not need to be real. It 
can be made up, or old data can be used by 
making up new dates and scrambling other 
fields. For testing purposes, Sandbox, 2018.0 

until later (e.g.,: As the deadline 
for 2018 data approaches in March 
2019). This is where switching 
between specific versions becomes 
important. Both versions will be 
needed for at least the first quarter 
of 2018, as users will be entering 
2017 data through March 31, 
2018, while at the same time 
potentially entering 2018 reports. 
At some time after March 31, 
2018 the original version will be 
removed. 

Figure D

Figure E

7 Update/July 2017


