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For a facility operator, it refers to an exemption 
from one call system membership and from 
marking facilities for excavation work (e.g., DOT, 
railroad). To cover this, a new question is added 
to Part C – Affected Facility Information.

For excavators, it means exempt from 811 no-
tification based on the type of excavator (e.g., 
homeowner, Department of Public Works) or 
type of activity (e.g., hand digging, agriculture, 
landscaping, road maintenance, depth of exca-
vation). This is addressed with a new question in 
Part E – Notification and Locating.

The 2012 DIRT report contained a detailed dis-
cussion of the impact of exemptions on dam-
ages, which found that damage rates increase 
as exemptions in a state’s laws increase.

PHMSA has been focused on exemptions in 
recent years. In late 2014, it released a study, 
mandated by Congress, that was required to 
include analysis of exemptions to the one call 
notification system requirements in each state, 
a comparison of the types of excavation dam-
age incidents in the state, and an analysis of 

the potential safety benefits and adverse conse-
quences of eliminating all exemptions. 

PHMSA reported that the “lack of sufficient 
data to adequately study how exemptions to 
State damage prevention laws impact pipeline 
safety was a key issue affecting this study. Avail-
able information is incomplete, inconsistent, 
and inadequate; more data and extensive analy-
ses are needed to fully understand and address 
the impacts of exemptions on pipeline safety.”

In July 2015, PHMSA adopted new regulations 
and criteria for evaluating the effectiveness of 
state damage prevention programs that includ-
ed consideration of membership and notifica-
tion exemptions. 

Going forward, adding these questions to DIRT 
will enable more detailed analysis of the effect 
of one call exemptions on underground facility 
damages. Such analysis could be used to dem-
onstrate that certain exemptions do, or perhaps 
do not, affect damages. This may help a state 
deemed by PHMSA as having an inadequate pro-
gram work towards removing that designation.

It may also be illuminating if there are conflict-
ing answers from the same states for the same 
types of facility operators or excavation infor-
mation. This may help identify areas for local 
one call education programs to clarify areas of 
confusion.

To learn more about the CGA DIRT program, 
please click here. 

As part of our continuing 
series on 2018 revisions to 
DIRT, we discuss two new 
questions relating to exemp-
tions from participation in 
the one call process.

 Part C – Affected Facility Information

 Part E – Notification and Locating

http://commongroundalliance.com/programs/damage-information-reporting-tool-dirt

