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More than 900 damage prevention stakehold-
ers gathered in Las Vegas March 9 for CGA’s 
2016 Annual Meeting and Breakfast. Thank 
you to all who traveled to Las Vegas for the 
11th Annual CGA 811 Excavation Safety 
Conference and Expo and helped make the 
meeting a success. For those unable to join 
us, please read on for information about this 
year’s meeting. 
 
CGA Award Recipients
 
Hall of Fame 
This year, CGA inducted two outstanding 
damage prevention professionals into the Hall 
of Fame. The honor is given to CGA members 
who have served the organization for a long 
period of time and whose impact has left its 
mark in a positive and memorable way.   
 

2016 Annual 
Meeting Highlights 
and Award Winners

Linda Sims, who recently retired as Executive 
Director for Public Affairs with Consumers 
Energy, was honored with a Hall of Fame 
award by Gina Greenslate of Energy Transfer 
Partners, L.P., for her many years of service to 
CGA’s Educational Programs and Marketing 
Committee, where her notable leadership on the 
Campaign Task Team and on the 811 Core Team 
helped launch 811 in May 2007. In addition, 
during her 30-year tenure at Consumers Energy, 
Linda increased the visibility of the 811 process 
and reduced damages both in her community 
and state through public awareness campaigns 
including “Raise the Flags,” a collaborative effort 
with MISS DIG and other underground utility 
stakeholders to raise awareness of damage 
prevention, and “Respect the Flags,” a program 
that educated elementary school children about 
safety.   
 
Jim Barron was presented with the Hall of Fame 
award by Vic Weston, chairman of the CGA 
board of directors. Jim, who was an original 
board member of CGA, has served as a faithful 
leader during his time as a contractor in the 
construction industry, and currently as part of 

Maryland’s damage prevention enforcement 
authority. He served as the first president of 
CGA and is also the namesake of CGA’s Jim 
Barron Award, which recognizes individuals 
and organizations that show true dedication 
to efforts that enhance underground damage 
prevention. Jim Barron serves as the executive 
director of the Maryland Underground Facilities 
Damage Prevention Authority (MUFDPA). 
 
President’s Corporate Excellence Award
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E)’s 
Senior Vice President of Gas Operations 
Jesus Soto Jr. was presented with the seventh 
annual President’s Corporate Excellence Award 
by CGA President Bob Kipp. The President’s 
Award is given annually to a company or orga-
nization that has shown leadership and innova-
tion in support of damage prevention during 
the previous year. PG&E was awarded for its 
overall leadership in damage prevention includ-
ing the company’s role in connecting CGA with 
the farmers featured in CGA’s new agricultural 
video, and ringing the New York Stock Ex-
change bell on Aug. 11 in honor of 8/11 Day. 
 

http://cl.exct.net/?qs=9760baaa7feac7cf0a1932769cc89c7236e2fa2ee8e2f536c6a7fb784a806e692678c1cd70fad6c1
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=9760baaa7feac7cf0a1932769cc89c7236e2fa2ee8e2f536c6a7fb784a806e692678c1cd70fad6c1
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Ron Olitsky Member of the Year Award 
Annmarie Robertson of the Pipelines and 
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
(PHMSA) was presented with the 2015 Ron 
Olitsky Member of the Year Award, given to 
CGA members whose dedication and service 
to the organization went above and beyond 
the call of duty throughout the year. Corey 
Willson of 3M presented Annmarie with the 
honor. She is a long-time member of the 
Educational Programs and Marketing Com-
mittee who champions the 811 message and 
has been active in finding ways for PHMSA 
to partner with stakeholders with the goal 
of reducing utility damage nationwide. She 
also led PHMSA’s first large-scale advertising 
campaign for 811 which was implemented 
throughout Washington, D.C. in 2015.  
 
Jim Barron Award
Walt Pegram, co-chair of the Best Practices 
Committee, was presented with the 2015 Jim 
Barron Award by Jim Barron himself. Each 
year, this award is given to an individual or 
organization that has shown true dedication 
to efforts enhancing underground damage 
prevention. Walt has contributed 47 years 
to safety and damage prevention, including 
a 32-year career in the Construction and 

Right-of-Way Management offices with the 
City of Cincinnati and his current work with 
the Ohio Utility Protection Service as a public 
awareness/services coordinator.
 
Congratulations to all of the CGA Award 
winners!
 

Guest Speakers
KEYNOTE SPEAKER  
Marie Therese Dominguez, U.S. 
Department of Transportation’s Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Administrator, thanked CGA members on 
behalf of President Obama and Secretary 
of Transportation Foxx for their tireless 

work to reduce damages to underground 
facilities. PHMSA is charged with protecting 
people and the environment by advancing 
the safe transportation of energy and other 
hazardous materials that are essential to 
our daily lives, which includes underground 
damage prevention. Administrator Dominguez 
challenged CGA members to work together 
to create lasting change and identify gaps 
in state damage prevention legislation this 
National Safe Digging Month.

 
GUEST SPEAKER
Alberta Senator Grant Mitchell praised 
the determination of the damage prevention 
advocates who have inspired his interest in 
strengthening underground safety legislation 
in Canada. Senator Mitchell emphasized 
the role that protecting underground 
facilities plays in the everyday lives of 
citizens and economies, and looks forward 
to championing new laws in his country. In 
addition to his work with the Alberta Liberal 
Party, Mitchell has served as a lecturer at the 
University of Calgary and the University of 
Alberta and has extensive business experience 
including work with Principal Group Ltd. and 
CIBC Wood Gundy. 
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SPECIAL GUESTS
Triple Crown-winning jockey Victor Espinoza 
joined the CGA Annual Meeting to answer 
questions and thank the membership for its 
support during his 2014 and 2015 seasons. 
He joked about the incredible value that 811 
received via media as a result of his victories 
and reported that he has his eyes on two 
horses for this year’s Derby. Espinoza attribut-
ed the generosity that inspired him to donate 
his Triple Crown winnings to cancer research 
to his upbringing.
 
In addition to our guest speakers, 811 ambas-
sadors Cliff Meidl (two-time Olympian), ro-
deo clown J.J. Harrison, bass boat fisherman 
Mark Stowe and 811 Bike wrangler Jimmy 
Jennings joined Bob Kipp on stage to discuss 
their continued efforts at spreading the safe 
digging message across the country.
 
COMMITTEE RECOGNITION 
CGA Committee co-chairs provided attendees 
with an overview of their collaborative efforts 
towards reducing damages to underground 
facilities in 2015. In addition to the co-chairs 
listed below, special thanks go out to all of 
those who serve on committees and are the 
driving force behind the success of CGA’s core 
programs.  

 
Best Practices 
Walt Pegram of Ohio Utilities Protection 
Service (presenting), Scott Berry of 
Associated General Contractors of America 
and Rick Krauss of UtiliQuest (outgoing)

Regional Partners
JimBob Sims of Texas811 (presenting) and 
Tracey Bryant of Vectren

OCSI 
Roger Sampson of New York 811 (presenting) 
and Ellen Kiger of Pennsylvania 811

Stakeholder Advocacy 
Allen Gray of Carolinas AGC  (presenting) 
and Gweneyette Broussard of Shell Pipeline 
Company

Educational Programs And Marketing 
Scott Landes of Infrastructure Resources 
(presenting), Kim Kosky of Utiliquest and 
Meghan Wade of Georgia 811 (outgoing)

Data Reporting & Evaluation 
Bob Terjesen of National Grid (presenting), 
Sandra Hu of USIC and Donna Williams of 
Pennsylvania 811 (outgoing)

Technology  
Vaughn Shosted of Questar Gas and Michael 
Muilenburg of USIC
 
To those who were able to make it 
to Las Vegas this year, thank you. Full 
information about the event can be found at 
cgaconference.com.

http://cl.exct.net/?qs=9760baaa7feac7cf0a1932769cc89c7236e2fa2ee8e2f536c6a7fb784a806e692678c1cd70fad6c1
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Many of us have probably heard or read 
those words over the years. It may bring to 
mind a grand era of Hollywood or maybe a 
vivid image of a director shouting the lines 
while sitting in the director’s chair on the 
set of a spectacular movie production for an 
unforgettable film! Have you ever wondered 
if that phrase really gets used during the 
making of a movie?

Recently, members of the video task team 
and staff for the Common Ground Alliance 
learned firsthand that the iconic saying, or 
some variation of it, does indeed still get 
used today! The CGA education committee 
was tasked with developing a new video 
that focuses on promoting the 811 damage 
prevention messages to the agricultural 
community, farmers and ranchers. The idea 
behind the video was to find and review an 
underground utility damage incident related 

to a farming activity so viewers would become 
aware of the dangers and further promote 
damage prevention.

A request for help went out to stakeholders 
of the CGA. As a result, we found an 
excellent example of a farming operation and 
pipeline operator willing to discuss an incident 
where both groups wanted to highlight 
safety as the top priority and ultimately share 
lessons learned to prevent agriculture-related 
incidents in the future. The setting for the 
video is an area of California that grows much 
of the nation’s produce. Everyone involved 
with the making of the video came away with 
a renewed respect for the hard work and 

By Dan Maschka, Northern Natural Gas, Ag Video Task Team Chairman

Lights, 
Camera, 
Action!
CGA Releases Agriculture 
Safety Video

dedication it takes to bring fresh produce 
to your table! Although the video’s location 
features produce farming, the message is the 
same for all types of farming and ranching. 
Whether the crop is strawberries, corn, 
cotton, soy beans, alfalfa, sugar cane, beets, 
oats, rice, wheat, lettuce, peanuts, grapes, 
tobacco, apples, oranges (you get the idea), 
the message is clear: Calling 811 before every 
digging project is a must for modern-day 
farming practices!

Want to learn more? You are in luck! Check 
out the English video by clicking here and the 
Spanish by clicking here. Cut, that’s a wrap!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IaLIhzbljlo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-HaWyH0_fw
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The Data Reporting and Evaluation 
Committee (DR&EC) is performing a 
comprehensive review of the DIRT form to 
determine if some questions and/or associated 
answers should be eliminated, added, 
consolidated or revised. The DR&EC reviewed 
historical data on which questions are 
answered with high percentages of known 
values versus UNKNOWN or DATA NOT 
COLLECTED, and which answers to questions 
are frequently or seldom selected. The DR&EC 
also reviewed user support and feedback 
tickets, and requests for enhancements to 
DIRT.

In December 2015 an online survey was 
conducted to solicit feedback from the 
DIRT user community. The survey included 
questions on what questions users find most 
and least valuable, whether there are too few 
or too many questions, what topics should be 
analyzed in annual DIRT reports and if there 
should there be a simplified DIRT form for 
excavators. 

Thank you to all who responded to the 
survey. The Committee is considering all the 

DIRT Form
Review for 
Possible 
Revisions

gathered information and working through 
the consensus process to craft a revised DIRT 
form. Following are some of the highlights 
from the survey.

Most survey respondents disagreed or were 
neutral as to whether DIRT has too few or 
too many questions (a chart describing “Too 
many questions in DIRT” would look very 
similar).

Most survey respondents believe that Root 
Cause and Excavation Information are the 
most valuable Parts of DIRT.

Most survey respondents agreed that a 
simplified version of DIRT for excavators may 
have merit.

Some suggestions for analysis gleaned 
from the survey include the following:

• Gas transmission compared to gas 
   distribution systems
• State-specific reporting
• National trends
• One call law enforcement
• One call law exemptions
• Depth of facility
• Second party damages
• Liquid transmission and gathering system
• Telecommunication analysis
• Damage per 1,000 tickets
• Locating and marking benchmarking
• Vacuum excavation analysis

All of these great ideas are being considered in 
conjuction with dataset analysis.

Implementation of a revised DIRT form is not 
expected until at least the beginning of 2018, as 
many things need to line up. Once consensus is 
achieved on what the revised form will contain, 
the DIRT software developers will need to revise 
the online form and bulk upload specification, 
and the DIRT Users Guide will need to be updat-
ed. Significant efforts to prepare and educate 
the DIRT user community will also be required. 
Stay tuned for further updates.
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Miami Valley Utility Safety Council’s annual 
breakfast event was held March 16 and 
had more than 160 attendees. The keynote 
speaker, Rob Fadely from the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio, spoke about his 
organization’s role in the new enforcement 
of Ohio’s excavation law. Council officers 
(Kevin Campbell, chairman; Jason O’Bryan, 
vice-chairman; September Chipman, recording 
secretary; and Walt Pegram, treasurer) noted 
that this meeting was a success in getting the 
message of enforcement out to excavators 
in the Miami Valley area. A special thanks to 
council members Diane Wuensch and Mary 
Lou Pence for their hard work putting this 
event together. 

A Safety Day event will be held April 8 in 
Centerville, Ohio, as a collaborative effort 
between the Ohio Utilities Protection Service, 
the Miami Valley Utility Safety Council and 
Montgomery County. The event will feature 
a press conference, and Blood Hound 
Underground and Tele-Vac will team up to 
provide visual demonstrations of vacuum 
excavations. During the week leading up to 
the event, the chairman of the council will 
appear on Centerville Reports, a local cable 
TV show that reaches approximately 50,000 
residents in the area. We are hopeful our 
2016 event will be our best one yet!

Ohio received a proclamation from Gov. 
John Kasich making April “Safe Dig” 
Month in the state. The Montgomery 
County Commissioners, as well as other 
local municipalities, will be signing and 
implementing similar proclamations. 

Brand-new events added to the council’s 
calendar include three quarterly breakfast 
meetings, each of which is sponsored by a 
different company that attends our monthly 
meetings. Badger Plumbing, Blood Hound 
and Ritter Plumbing will serve as sponsors 
for the 2016 calendar year. These quarterly 
breakfast meetings will be held in June, 
September and December, and each sponsor 
will bring a speaker to address the group. 

Miami Valley 
Annual 
Breakfast

We will also conduct our normal council 
business at these meetings. They will be 
fantastic opportunities to bring in more 
people and keep spreading the word of the 
one call system and safe digging practices.

We are always looking to see more people 
at our monthly meetings, which are held 
on the second Wednesday of each month 
at the Montgomery County Environmental 
Services building, located at 1850 Spaulding 
Rd., Kettering, Ohio 45432. You can 
email campbellke@mcohio.org with any 
questions regarding the council or about 
any of the meetings, or check us out on 
Facebook at facebook.com/mvusc.

REGIONAL PARTNER CORNER 

mailto:campbellke@mcohio.org
https://www.facebook.com/mvusc
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This year’s Texas811 Damage Prevention Sum-
mit in San Marcos drew the highest number of 
exhibitors to date for the Summit: 52 entities 
had booths on the Summit floor.  One exhibi-
tor who was just there for the Utility Locator 
Training class on Monday  saw how large the 
Exhibit Hall was going to be and he signed up 
onsite and threw together a booth!

A Summit to 
Remember

  
All told, more than 500 
attendees and exhibitors 
took part, including the 
Texas Railroad Commis-
sion, OSHA, Atmos Energy, 
Shell Pipeline, CoServ Elec-
tric and Gas, Cox Utility 
Services and many more. 
Participants enjoyed not 
only the huge exhibit floor, 
but also networking, two 
receptions, performances 
by Austin band Departure 
A TX, a golf tournament 
and a casino night.

Texas811 President Mike 
Losawyer addressed mem-
bers with a highlight-filled 
speech, and guest speaker 
Khrysanne Kerr of the Common Ground Alli-
ance also spoke to members. The Texas811 
Spanish Initiative was delivered to attend-
ees, as was a roundtable event on best prac-
tices in the industry.  
 

Chris Stovall, former director of opera-
tions with Texas811, was named as 
new vice president and chief oper-
ating officer.

The event also featured the in-
troduction of Pipeline Response, 
a joint venture of Texas811, 
Enertech and the Smalley 
Foundation, intended as a train-

ing course for first responders to 
pipeline emergencies. 

Additionally, there were plenty of seminars 
and workshops, including a utility locator 
training workshop, cross bore best practices 
and more.

The Summit is visited by municipalities, utili-
ties, oil and gas pipelines, communications 
and electric stakeholders and excavators unit-
ed in the common goal of excavation safety.

According to Texas811 President Mike Losaw-
yer, “The Summit gives guests the opportu-
nity to meet more of our Texas811 staff, and 
exchange ideas with our Damage Prevention 
Managers as well as Texas811 management.  
Everyone walked away with more knowledge 
on 811 and the locating industry.”  
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Safety Day Events Off and Running
Texas811 is first and foremost a damage preven-
tion organization, and to that end we are joining 
with members to host Safety Day events across 
the state.

One of the first this year was with CPS Energy in 
San Antonio for Excavator Safety Day on January 
13. The event was open to excavators, first re-
sponders, public officials and pipeline operators. 

Attendees witnessed mock gas and electric hit 
line demonstrations and found out what to do 
when utility lines are damaged.    

These live demonstrations give attendees a 
chance to see what actually happens when a 
backhoe or other heavy machinery nicks, breaks 
or otherwise ruptures a pressurized natural gas 
line, and how excavators respond as the first line 
of defense in what could potentially be a life and 
property threatening situation. 

According to Texas811 President Mike Losaw-
yer, “Last year, Texas811 took more than 2.75 
million requests from excavators to have un-

derground lines marked in Texas and still the 
greatest cause of underground incidents is 
failure to call 811 prior to a dig.” 

Texas811 Damage Prevention Manager Jaime 
Medina said, “It’s vitally important that all 
professionals who break ground in Texas for 
any project know what’s down there – and 
know what to do in the event of a line strike. 
Knowledge gained in a mock event could very 
well be life-saving in reality.”

Here are some upcoming events!
April1 –   TEEX Excavation Safety Rodeo 
               Roundup, Bryan, TX
April 8 –  Rio Grande Valley DPC Risk & Safety
               Expo, McAllen, TX
April 22 – Permian Basin Safety Day, Midland, TX;            
    Eagle Ford Safety Day, Gonzales, TX 

Treeing is Believing

“I think that I shall never see a poem 
lovely as a tree.” So wrote the poet 
Joyce Kilmer years ago, and the mes-
sage still holds true today.

Spring is in the air, and the work to plant 811 
trees across Texas in an initiative to educate 
property owners about the importance of call-
ing 811 before digging that began last year is 
heading to its big finish in April.
 
Atmos Energy, the Texas Trees Foundation and 
Texas811 are working together in The Fueling 
Greener and Cleaner Community initiative.

Some of the latest plantings include: Arlington 
(47 trees), Longview (37), Round Rock (47), 
Paris (100), North Richland Hills (47) and Col-
lege Station (47).

Once the effort is finished, the 811 trees 
planted will have an estimated value of $3.9 
million over their lifetime in terms of pollution 
removal, clean air and water and helping keep 
Texas cooler, organizers said.  

“We estimate over 5,000 individuals will di-
rectly benefit from this partnership,” said Matt 
Grubisich, with the Texas Trees Foundation. 
“This is a great way to show Texas the impor-
tance of calling 811 before digging while pro-
viding trees for our communities.”



Oregon Utility Notification 
Center/OUNC
The Newberg Middle School Wrestling team 
gave a shout out to the Oregon Utility Notifica-
tion Center for its sponsorship in this photo of 
the team wearning OUNC-branded shirts.

Louisiana One Call
Louisiana One Call was on the scene at LSU 
AgCenter’s Farm Safety Day on Feb 23. Brent 
Saltzman (LA One Call) had the opportunity to 
explain to the farmers in attendance why call-
ing 811 is so important. Pictured below is Shel-
ley Piehet, public awareness representative, 
from Shell Pipeline Company at the booth.

Louisiana One Call had a booth at this year’s 
Commodity Classic to spread the “Call Before 
You Dig” message to all attendees of all ages. 
Special thanks to Marathon Petroleum Corpora-
tion, Boardwalk Pipeline, Spectra Energy, Kinder 
Morgan and One Call Concepts,
 Inc. for their financial support.

Gopher State One Call
The 2016 Gopher State One Call Handbook 
is out! The handbook updates excavators, 
homeowners and utilities on the new initiatives 
that have changed in the past year,and it 
outlines important safety issues and party 
responsibilities. 
 
Click here to check out the digital version.

Kansas 811
Throughout the month of February, Kansas 811 
continued to have great attendance at its 2016 
Contractor Awareness meetings. Over 1,100 
contractors have attended various meetings 
around the state.

Marathon Pipeline’s 
Sweet Valentine 
Reminder
It is tradition at Marathon Pipe Line LLC (MPL) 
to give each employee a sweet reminder 
to call 811 on Valentine’s Day. This year, 
over 1,000 MPL employees and contractors 
received chocolate shovels branded with the 
811 message. The shovels were individually 

wrapped in 
packaging, which 
read, “A sweet 
reminder to 
always call 811 
before you dig.” 
Connecting the 
811 message 
with free candy 
has proven to be 
a creative and 
effective way to 
raise awareness 
about calling 811.
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https://www.facebook.com/geauxlsu/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Shell/108171085884546
https://www.facebook.com/MarathonPetroleumCorporation/
https://www.facebook.com/MarathonPetroleumCorporation/
https://www.facebook.com/SpectraEnergy/
https://www.facebook.com/KinderMorganInc/
https://www.facebook.com/KinderMorganInc/
https://www.facebook.com/OneCallConcepts/
https://www.facebook.com/OneCallConcepts/
http://www.gopherstateonecall.org/images/2016Handbook.pdf


This April will mark the ninth annual National Safe Digging Month observance, and CGA once 
again encourages all damage prevention stakeholders to speak in one unified voice about the 
importance of 811 in the damage prevention process throughout the month. 

National Safe Digging Month communications 
toolkit materials are among the most popular in 
CGA’s Communications Plan available here, and 
it’s not too late to implement many of the items 
that can be found there.

Available toolkit items include: 

  •  Media materials (press release and event
      media advisory templates)
  •  Social media messages
  •  Web button artwork
  •  Proclamation petition and leveraging tools
  •  Case studies
  •  Infographics 

CGA wants to hear from you about your 
organization’s plans for National Safe Digging 
Month. Please click here to take a short survey 
to help CGA better track national activities. 

CGA will send weekly email updates throughout
April and in the next edition of CGA Update.
To have your efforts covered in one of these 
updates, please email information and photos
to nsdm@commongroundalliance.com. 

Lone Star 811
Lone Star 811 partnered with CenterPoint Ener-
gy, Trees For Houston, and the Arbor Day Foun-
dation to help give out approximately 2,500 free 
trees to over 1,300 Houstonians on Feb. 20.

Josh Rungee with Lone Star 811 was on hand 
to pass out APWA color code cards and gar-
dening gloves as reminders to call 811 prior to 
planting the trees.

One Call Concepts
One Call Concepts, Inc. is teaming up with 
Paul Teutel, Jr. of Paul Jr. Designs to produce 
a new icon in damage prevention. The same 
team that delivered the 811 Bike is once again 

at work creating the 811 Car 
- a new vehicle for dam-
age prevention! The an-
nouncement happened at 
the CGA Connect Excava-
tion Safety Conference 
and Expo in Las Vegas! 

For more information, 
click here. 
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Every 6 minutes 
an underground utility line is damaged 

because someone decided to dig 
without first calling 811.

Spreading the Word about 
National Safe Digging Month

http://commongroundalliance.com/damage-prevention/toolkits/811-campaign
http://commongroundalliance.com/nsdm-2016-survey
mailto:nsdm@commongroundalliance.com
http://www.occinc.com/news/811Car.
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ROSEN SHINGLE CREEK

CGAconference.com  |  866.279.7755 

“Great information, a good way to
          keep up to date on technology.
A great point of contact to stay
              relevant in today’s market.” 

“The number one benefit is the ability
to network with people from around
the world with the same passion for
the damage prevention industry.” 

THANK YOU for making the 2016

a HUGE success!

-Conference Attendee -Conference Attendee

http://cgaconference.com/registration
http://cgaconference.com/registration
http://www.thefibersymposium.com
http://www.thepipelinesymposium.com
http://cgaconference.com/registration
http://www.thewatersewersymposium.com
http://www.thelocatingsymposium.com
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CGA Best Practices 13.0, 2014 DIRT 
and 811 Safety Education Videos
 
To get your copy of the Best Practices 13.0 click here or for 
DIRT click here and look for the appropriate buttons to order.

CGA Safety Materials 
Now Available for Ordering

To order any of our videos please click here.
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