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Best Practices Committee 
Practice Transaction History 
Practices & Revisions Approved Since                 
the “Common Ground Study” in 1999. 

        
TRANSACTION RECORD (TR 2001-04) 
 
Purpose: Supply Line Separation 
 
Require gas utility operators to maintain a specified minimum separation distance 
sufficient to protect against both thermal and mechanical damage, between plastic gas 
service lines and underground electrical facilities.  
 
Origin/Rationale:   
 
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) issued a Pipeline Accident Report 
entitled, “Natural Gas Explosion and Fire in South Riding, Virginia, July 7, 1998.  On this 
date there was a natural gas explosion and fire that resulted in one fatality and three 
injuries.  The report concludes that the incident was caused by a failed electrical 
connector, located within two inches of the gas line, melting the polyethylene natural gas 
service line.  The report goes on to state that the incident could have been prevented if 
the electric and gas services had been installed with adequate separation. The NTSB 
issued a recommendation to the Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA) 
to that the action noted in “Purpose” above.  Members of staff from NTSB and the Office 
of Pipeline Safety (OPS) have requested CGA to address underground separation 
between gas and electric service lines as part of the damage prevention “best practices” 
initiative.   
 
Task Team:   Steve Kindschy (Chair, Gas), Jon Kane (Electric), Mike McGrath (State 
Regulator), Will Carey (Gas), and Bill Kiger (One Call). 
 
Transaction Record Opened:  November 28, 2001  
 
Final Wording Approved:  September 25, 2003 

 
Final Practice As Appears in Best Practices Version 2.0:  
 
Best Practices Version 2.0 – Planning & Design Chapter (P. 17) 
12. SUPPLY LINE SEPARATION 
When installing new direct buried supply facilities in a common 
trench, a minimum or 12 inch radial separation should be maintained 
between supply facilities such as steam lines, plastic gas lines, other 
fuel lines, and direct buried electrical supply lines. If 12 inches 
separation cannot be feasibly attained a the time of installation, then 
mitigating measures should be taken to protect lines against damage 
that might result from proximity to other structures. Examples may 
include the used of insulators, casing, shields or spacers. If there is a 
conflict among any of the applicable regulations or standards regarding 
minimum separation, the most stringent should be applied.6 
References: 
• National Electrical Safety Code CD-2002 (2002 Edition). 
• Industry practices. 
 
6 TR-2001-04: Amendment Approved by CGA Board on September 25, 2003 


