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The Data Reporting & Evaluation Committee 
will release a new version of the Data Informa-
tion Reporting Tool (DIRT) in January 2018. 
The November 2016 edition of CGA Update 
provided a high-level overview of the upcom-
ing revisions, and the February 2017 issue 
discussed the rollout and transition from the old 
form to the new one.

Leading up to the transition, we will provide 
more detailed descriptions of the revisions and 
the reasoning behind them. In this issue, we dis-
cuss inter-related revisions to Parts B and H.

Background:  
DIRT’s purpose is to capture information about 
damages and near misses involving buried utili-
ties and excavation activities. To differentiate be-
tween the two, Part H (Figure 1) currently asks: 
Was there damage to a facility? Yes or No (i.e. 
near miss).

In 2010, DIRT was revised to allow users to 
input events involving above-ground facilities 

(overhead wires, utility poles, 
meters, etc.) or non-excavation 
damages (floods, tornadoes, hur-
ricanes, etc.) for their own pur-
poses. The Data Committee filters 
these events out of the annual 
DIRT Reports.

Currently, these 
non-under-
ground and 
non-excavation 
damages can 

only be properly entered one-
at-a-time using the on-line field 
form (see Figure 2). This is 
because they are not covered 
in the File Upload Specification 
which supports batch entry 
(i.e. Excel spreadsheets). An ad-
ditional benefit of this project 
will be ensuring that all meth-
ods of recording and entering 
DIRT data are aligned with the 
same questions and answers.

Revisions & Rationale:

1. Type of Event is added to 

Part B (Figure 3A). “Under-
ground Damage” and “Un-
derground Near Miss” are 
listed in lieu of “Was there 
damage to a facility?” from 
Part H. The non-underground, 
non-excavation options are 
also listed. Part B is re-titled 
“Type, Date and Location of 

Event” to reflect these changes. 
Compare (Figures 3A and 3B) to see 
the differences.

2.Part H is retitled “Interruption and 
Restoration” (Figure 4) since that is all 
that remains after removing: Was 
there damage to a facility?

http://www.cga-dirt.com
http://www.cga-dirt.com
http://commongroundalliance.com/media-reports/cga-monthly-update-november-2016
http://commongroundalliance.com/sites/default/files/publications/Feb%202017%20Newsletter-2.pdf

