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Changes
in 2018

“Data Not Collected” is currently a choice for 
ten questions on the DIRT form.

  1. Right of way where event occurred
  2. Type of excavator
  3. Type of excavation equipment
  4. Type of work performed
  5. Type of locator
  6. Were facility marks visible in the area 
      of excavation?
  7. Were facilities marked correctly?
  8. Did the damage cause an interruption 
      of service?
  9. Duration of interruption
10. Root Cause

In each case, “Unknown/Other” is also an 
option (see example). 

 
In the early days of DIRT, the Data Committee 
was focused on growing the program and get-
ting companies to register and submit data. To 
avoid deterring companies that were not collect-
ing all available DIRT data fields, the committee 
allowed Data Not Collected as an answer for 
these questions. The idea was companies could 
get on board and then adapt and start collect-
ing the missing pieces when doing damage (and 
near-miss) investigations. These are excerpts 
from the first two annual DIRT Reports:

As part of our continuing series on 2018 revisions 
to DIRT, we discuss what’s happening with “Data 
Not Collected.”

The distinction between Unknown/Other and 
Data Not Collected was that Unknown/Other is 
for situations where the submitter would usually 
collect the data for a particular question, but 
for some events were unable to. Data Not Col-
lected means you don’t try to collect it. It was 
always contemplated that someday Data Not 
Collected might be removed from the form.

Furthermore, the committee’s practice in the 
annual DIRT reports is to filter out Data Not Col-
lected and Unknown/Other from the analysis 
and use what we refer to as “known data.” For 
purposes of data analysis and the annual DIRT 
report, Data Not Collected versus Unknown/
Other is a distinction without a difference. 

For these reasons, and since the entire DIRT 
form is being revised, the Committee decided 
the time has come to remove Data Not Col-
lected. Unknown/Other will remain an option 

for those questions, and is what you can go to 
if not capturing that data. But, as stated in the 
early DIRT Reports, DIRT data submitters are en-
couraged to align their event investigations and 
reporting practices with DIRT going forward.

All stakeholders are encouraged to align their 
facility damage investigation and reporting 
process to the DIRT specification in future 
years to help improve damage prevention 
efforts in the industry and the usefulness of 
the analysis and reporting effort.

Significant amounts of data are missing in DIRT. 
The DIRT User’s Guide explains: “the choices “Data 
Not Collected” and “Unknown/Other” are mainly 
intended for new users who may not yet have 
aligned their event investigations and reporting 
practices with DIRT, with the hope that they would 
soon do so. Use of these choices in discouraged.”

2004 2005


